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No evidence of sexual assault has been found, and many believe the women did not provide enough
evidence. However, the protesters say it is not a cultural issue but a "lynching" issue, referring to
the dark-skinned man's race. "Lynching is a racial crime", says Vishnu Reddy, a 28-year-old
politician from Andhra Pradesh. "I feel India is a Christian nation. But it is not a Christian nation.
This is a country of Muslims". Last month, a video clip showing a couple was widely circulated on
WhatsApp. The woman is wearing a sari and is seen falling to the ground along with the man as they
sit together at a roadside restaurant. The video is allegedly of a married couple in India committing
suicide by hanging in September. But it was only last week that the anti-rape movement went viral
with the case of the Delhi rape and murder of a 23-year-old medical student. Since then, dozens of
women have come forward and demanded the death penalty for the Delhi rapists. "We don't want
just to punish them. We want to change this mindset," says 35-year-old Tarika Mitra of Hyderabad, a
feminist and the co-founder of Bezawada helpline, a volunteer group that aims to help women at
risk. "There is pressure from society to prove our consent. Why is she wearing a sari when going
out? It makes her vulnerable," says Mitra. "Should women be afraid to roam around? While victims
are raped in remote areas, this is not the case. Most rapes happen in the city." The Delhi gang rape
of December 2012 was supposed to be the turning point. It sparked a series of nationwide protests
and forced the government to introduce laws to protect women. While it is not known whether the
Delhi gang rape came before or after the introduction of the laws, national leaders say it has made
India a safer place for women. "The Delhi gang rape changed everything in India," says Sonia
Gandhi, former prime minister and leader of the opposition Congress party. "India changed
overnight. There has been a turning point." Wiping out female stereotypes The phenomenon that
goes by the name Nirbhaya, or "daring", is a term that sprung from the Delhi gang rape. But even
the origin of the term is controversial. Many hold that the name came from a 2008 book by journalist
Shekhar Gupta, in which
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