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in this article, i am concerned with the role that architects have had in this process. in
particular, i look at some of the main ways in which architects have generated images of
density through the use of standardised dwelling units and buildings, the emphasis on
dwellings as a critical component of the urban experience, and the transformation of
urban space as a site for social interaction. throughout this article, i highlight the
importance of the process of exploration and experimentation by architects and urban
planners in understanding how density operates and providing images that are a
testimony to the current debates on density. as a reflection of the (neo)liberal policies,
the process of standardisation of dwelling units and buildings has been central to the re-
presentation of density as the quality of its process. in the next article, i illustrate some of
the innovations by providing two case studies from the second half of the 20th century.
the first is a section of the city of barcelona, in which the density was reduced. the second
is a section of the city of prague, in which the density was increased. the remaining two
articles focus on the current process by which architecture and urbanism are being
developed. the first focuses on the spatial re-thinking of districts. some of the most
important issues to be considered are the need for using the density-ratio as a means of
learning and becoming immersed in understanding the context, the importance of giving
the locals a role in those districts, and the importance of facilitating the diffusion and the
sense of involvement that might arise from those districts.
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