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Microsoft Corporation.Prohibition in the

Rajasthan high court has come to an end. A
division bench comprising Justice SK Mehta
and Justice Ruchir Garg has struck down a

law prohibiting bhang and alcohol. The apex
court said that the law, which dates back to
1875, was unconstitutional. Reacting to the
verdict, the state government reacted with
a sense of relief. The ruling was based on a
petition filed by Rauf Khan, who heads the
Rajasthan-based NGO Makers of Chillumani
Mhanjan, which supports hemp farmers and

distributes and promotes hemp products.
The petition said the law was made way

back in 1875 and the government has failed
to suggest any law to regulate its

production and consumption. “In the recent
times, fresh interest has emerged for the
cultivation of hemp and cultivation has
become rampant in India. However, the

present age old law is not allowing
cultivation of industrial hemp,” it said. The

petition claimed that bhang is not a narcotic
and does not cause any harmful side

effects. It argued that this law is not only
outdated but also against the fundamental
rights guaranteed under the Constitution of
India. “Despite the fact that hemp is a legal

                               2 / 4



 

crop in various states of the country, there
is no law in India recognising its cultivation.

It is the sole responsibility of the State to
safeguard the rights of farmers who

cultivate hemp for their livelihood,” it said.
Hemp is used for a variety of purposes. To
make clothes and ropes, people grow and

produce it. To make nutritious food like
paneer and yoghurt, people can use it.
Advertising To ban its consumption, the

high court had termed it as ‘substitute to
alcohol, and therefore, akin to harmful

liquor’. “It is in the opinion of this
honourable court that the present law,

which is on the statute book since 1875 and
which seeks to ban the consumption of

bhang, is archaic and unconstitutional,” the
6d1f23a050
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