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FritsAfter months of internal wars, the United States and the Soviet Union — the world’s two most
powerful nations — finally came to an agreement on arms control policy at the signing of the SALT II
Treaty in Vienna on July 9, 1979. As a result of SALT II, the Cold War was prolonged for 10 years. The

United States and the Soviet Union reduced their conventional forces, particularly their nuclear
forces, and agreed to moderate treaties on intermediate-range and other arms. By the end of 1985,
two new arms control treaties had been signed — START I and START II — and “force modernization”
and “force reduction” programs were under way. As we enter the second decade of the 21st century,

the United States and Russia are still committed to arms control, though the intensity of that
commitment has diminished. In recent years, we have witnessed occasional, groundless attacks on
American and Russian arms control initiatives, though there have also been major achievements

such as the 1994 destruction of Libya’s nuclear reactor. In June, Russia and the United States
participated in the large-scale Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) exercises. But these

achievements have not been accompanied by careful analysis and objective commentary of the
need for long-term arms control. The Soviet Union’s collapse has largely been explained away as

resulting from U.S. strategic policy. The fact that Russia has continued a substantial military build-
up, has shown a “resolve” and “capacity” to project power in the world, and has made no attempt to

return to the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency’s vaunted zero-force status has not been
commented upon. There has been no discussion of the importance of arms control in the U.S.-Soviet

agreement of 1968 that established the West’s concept of “offensive-defensive” (OD) restraint.
These issues have been pushed to the margins by strategic-minded, assertive and self-serving
commentary. A few more “quiet” remarks have been made by people in positions of authority.

President Bush stated in January 2005 that “war, for all nations, is an abhorrence.” This is not quite
accurate, as some wars (e.g., the Korean War) were and are “wars,” while all wars are “abhorrent.” It

would be more accurate to say that war
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