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city SANAA, Yemen — At least six people died and another eight were injured in a car bomb
explosion in a commercial area in the Red Sea city of Mukalla early on Saturday. Senior

police officer Ismail Ghaleb said six of the fatalities were children and two of the wounded
were in critical condition, according to The Associated Press. The explosion was likely to be
a targeted attack, according to the report. A car bomb blast rocked the western Yemeni city
of Mukalla late on Friday, killing at least five people and injuring at least 17 others, a local
official said. The blast shook at least one part of Mukalla, a city located on the coast of the

Gulf of Aden, about 250 km (160 miles) southwest of the capital Sanaa. “The blast took
place at 3:15 a.m. at the main road in the Al-Zahraa area,” said police officer, Mohammed
al-Shubaily, quoted by Reuters. Mohammed al-Qahs, a local official, said five people were
killed and 14 others wounded in the blast. Witnesses told AFP that the city was now being

searched by security forces. There was no immediate claim of responsibility. Yemen, which
lies on the strategic Bab-el-Mandeb Strait bordering the Indian Ocean, has been torn by

conflict for more than three years. Dozens of civilians have been killed in air strikes
launched by the coalition backing the government, while the country has suffered a severe
economic collapse and a large-scale cholera outbreak. I find it bizarre that no Yemenis have

yet taken to the streets to protest against this. The attack coincides with peace talks
between warring Yemen sides, but there is no indication that the current lull will be
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